Dr. Pedro Albizu Campos High School Board of Directors

Board Meeting Minutes
Thursday, January 29, 2026 - 6:00 p.m.
Meeting conducted remotely
Meeting link here

Mission Statement
Dr. Pedro Albizu Campos Puerto Rican High School’s mission is to provide a quality educational experience
that empowers students to engage in critical thinking and social transformation, from the classroom to the Puerto
Rican community. This mission is grounded in the philosophy of self-determination, a methodology of self-
actualization, and an ethic of self-reliance.

Welcome and Call to Order — Chair Rivera-Swint
Roll Call: Conducted by Monica

e Evelyn Rivera — Chair — Present

e Milagros Fernandez — Member — Present
e Jamie Moctezuma — Member — Present

e Mike Staudenmaier — Member — Present
e Rebekah Marcano — Member — Present

e Yeisha M. Betancourt-Ruiz — Member — Present

Approval Items

Agenda approved (Motion: Jamie; Second: Mike)

Previous meeting minutes approved (Motion: Rebekah; Second: Jamie)

No public participation.

Jaime Moctezuma appointed Vice-Chair by unanimous vote.

Principal's Report

Dr. Melissa Lewis commended staff for their response to a bomb threat that was received in advance,
allowing the school to act proactively. Recruitment efforts continue through house visits, attendance
outreach, and family engagement. A partnership with West 40 is beginning. There are 77 potential

graduates for the Class of 2026, with graduation scheduled for May 26 at New Life. Staff are focused

on Tier 1 implementation, and a staff retreat is planned for May 27-28 in Lake Geneva.



Executive Director's Report
Marvin reported continued collaboration with Dr. Lewis on school improvement, academics, and
Wright College dual enrollment. The school plans to resubmit a $1.2 million YouthBuild grant
application focused on trades. A workforce partnership with the Puerto Rican Cultural Center will
provide students hands-on experience rehabbing PRCC housing. Governance updates included revised
bylaws and recruitment of prospective board member Ivelisse Rodriguez of Wintrust Bank, who also
offered to host the next in-person meeting. Marvin also recommended updated board photos.
Operations, Finance & Policies
Mike reported the budget remains on target compared to projections, with only minor revenue and
benefit variances. A new audit firm will use an electronic portal for document submission. Updated
governance, records management, fiscal, and conflict of interest policies will be presented together for
approval at the next meeting.
Board Member Updates
Rebekah discussed Wellness Center partnerships, paid internships, workforce workshops, and a student
running club. Melissa shared youth employment opportunities and internship stipends. Jamie requested
removal from a previous hospital affiliation. Yeisha presented new Wright College dual enrollment
opportunities, including College Success, plant propagation, Early Childhood Development,
Mechatronics, and a one-year policing associate degree pathway. Milagros reported progress in
identifying a location for the mental health center.
Announcements
Board members discussed financial literacy programming with Wintrust. Marvin highlighted
recognition received for the Albizu Campos Speaks newspaper. Melissa shared that The American
Scholar expressed interest in collaborating and possibly reprinting the publication. The next in-person
meeting will include updated board photographs.
Upcoming Events
April 23, 2026 — Board Meeting (Wintrust Bank)
May 26, 2026 — Graduation at New Life
June 4, 2026 — Board Meeting
Adjournment

Motion to adjourn by Mike, seconded by Jamie. Motion carried unanimously.



